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(13) Under the influence ofShabda one man
died to the world, another gave up his throne ,
those who have understood Shabda, their work
is completed.

(14) A man may be a great preacher, as
the vulture soars in the sky ; but its food is
on the earth ; does flying in the air make of it
a saint ?

Preaching in itself is useless, unless the life
corresponds. The vulture may fly in the sky, but
on the earth it devours refuse and so can never be
respected.

(15) Whatever I have is not my own it
is thine ; it is thine own that I give thee; what
have I?

(16) Strain your water before you drink
it; test your Guru before you commit yourself
to him.

(17) The humble obtain salvation to a
man, so many as are submissive; those sink
who are puffed up with the pride of high birth,

The reference here is to the ocean of rebirths ;

the humble-minded reach the further shore in
safety ; the proud sink in the waters and escape
not from the troubles of this world.

(18) When the Guru is covetous, his dis-
ciple will be grasping ; both employ trickery;

both will be drowned in their folly, having
boarded a ship of stone.